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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP, MU, US 

SUBJECT: VISIT BY SULTAN QABOOS 

REF: STATE 259542 

1. FONMIN ZAWAWI INVITED ME TO MINISTRY THIS MORNING, HIS 
FIRST DAY HERE FOLLOWING NOV. 19-25 VISIT IRAN AND NOV. 26 

TRIP TO SALALAH FOR AUDIENCE WITH SULTAN. HE SAID SULTAN WOULD 
NOW LIKE TO FINALIZE ARRANGEMENTS FOR EARLY JANUARY VISIT 
TO U.S. 

2. I RESPONDED THAT I STILL LACKED FINAL AUTHORITY TO DISCUSS 
DETAILS, BUT THAT HOPEFULLY WOULD BE IN POSITION DO SO ANY 
DAY NOW. SAID THAT AS YET HIGH LEVEL USG APPROVAL NOT 
OBTAINED, BUT EXPRESSED HOPE IT WOULD BE FORTHCOMING AND PRO- 
MISED LET ZAWAWI KNOW AT EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE. ZAWAWI 
ACCEPTED THIS RESPONSE AT FACE VALUE. THOUGH HIS FACE 
RECORDED SOME SURPRISE. 

3. HE CONFIRMED SULTAN PLANS DEPART OMAN FOR EUROPE ON DEC. 10 
AND TO PROCEED FROM EUROPE TO U.S. FOR (PREFERABLY) JAN. 7 
ARRIVAL. SIZE HIS PARTY TO U.S. ESTIMATED AT 10 TO 12 PERSONS, 

WITH FLIGHT ABOARD SULTAN S OWN VC- 10 AIRCRAFT WHICH IS IN FINAL 
STAGES OF RENOVATION BEFORE OFFICIAL DELIVERY TO HIM. 
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4. ZAWAWI SAID HE COULD TELL ME IN CONFIDENCE SULTAN WILL 
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PAY ONE-DAY OFFICIAL VISIT TO PARIS DEC. 19 FOR MEETING 
WITH FRENCH PRESIDENT. 

5. ZAWAWI COMMENTED SULTAN (WHO IS CURRENTLY ON WEEK-LONG 
VISIT TO SALALAH) NOW IS TALKING OF LIMITING HIS TOTAL STAY 
IN U.S. TO ABOUT THREE DAYS IN WASHINGTON. HE, ZAWAWI, AND 
OTHERS ARE ENCOURAGING HIM TO STICK TO ORIGINAL IDEA OF AT 
LEAST 7 OR 8 DAYS IN U.S. HE ADDED THIS CAN BEST BE 
RESOLVED IF AND WHEN I PROVIDE FINAL USG APPROVAL AND 
DETAILS OF SUGGESTED WASHINGTON PROGRAM. 

WOLLE 
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